OSHA Proposes Rule to
Streamline Standards

WASHINGTON, D.C. — In an ef-
fort to revise provisions in its standards
that may be “confusing, outdated or un-
necessary,” the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration (OSHA) has
proposed 18 changes to the agency’s re-
cordkeeping, general industry, maritime
and construction standards.

“The changes we propose will modern-
ize. OSHA standards, help employers
better understand their responsibilities,
increase compliance and reduce com-
pliance costs,” said Assistant Secretary
of Labor for Occupational Safety and
Health Dr. David Michaels. “Most im-
portantly, these revisions will improve
the safety and health protections afford-
ed to workers across all industries.”

The proposed revisions are expected to
save employers an estimated $3.2 mil-
lion per year, according to OSHA. The
18 proposed revisions are as follows:

Reporting Job-Related Hearing Loss:
OSHA recordkeeping regulations re-
quire employers to record and report
occupational injuries and illnesses. The
proposed revision clarifies that a deter-
mination whether an employee’s hearing
loss is “work-related” must be made us-
ing specific, clear criteria, which are also
set out in OSHA regulations.

Control of Hazardous Energy (Lock-
out/Tagout): The proposed revision
clarifies employers’ duties under the
lockout/tagout standard. The exist-
ing general industry standard requires
protections against the “unexpect-
ed energization” of machinery during
servicing. It removes the term “unex-
pected” to reflect OSHA's original intent
and eliminates confusion regarding

applicability of the standard.

Chest X-Ray (CXR) Requirements:
The revision removes the requirement
for periodic CXR in the standards for
inorganic arsenic, coke oven emissions
and acrylonitrile to make OSHA’s re-

quirement consistent with current
medical practices and reduce employer
burden and paperwork.
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X-Ray Storage: The revision permits
storage of x-rays in digital formats. The
existing requirement for storage of x-ray
film was adopted before the existence of
digital x-ray and storage technology.

Lung-Function Testing: The revisions
update the lung-function testing re-
quirements for the cotton dust standard
to make them consistent with current
medical practices and technology.

Feral Cats: Existing requirements in
the sanitation standard for shipyard em-
ployment specify that employers must
maintain workplaces in a manner that
prevents vermin infestation. OSHA rec-
ognizes that feral cats pose a minor, if
any, threat, and tend to avoid human
contact. OSHA proposes to remove the
term “feral cats” from the definition of
vermin in the standard.

911 Emergency Services at Worksites:
Existing construction regulations re-
quire employers to conspicuously post
telephone numbers for ambulances at
worksites located in areas where 911
emergency dispatch services are not
available. The revision updates this re-
quirement to reflect the predominance
of cell phones and the widespread adop-
tion of 911 emergency dispatch services.
It requires the posting of location in-
formation at worksites in areas that do
not have enhanced 911, which auto-
matically supplies the caller’s location
information to the dispatcher.

Permissible Exposure Limits (PELs):
The proposed revisions to the construc-
tion PELs requirements are corrections
and clarifications to make this stan-
dard consistent with other OSHA PELs
standards.

Process Safety Management of High-
ly Hazardous Chemicals: To avoid
unnecessary duplication, OSHA pro-
poses to replace the entire 31 pages of
regulatory text for the process safety
management of highly hazardous chem-
icals standard for construction with a
cross reference to the identical general
industry standard.

Personal  Protective  Equipment:
Ensuring that personal protective equip-
ment (PPE) properly fits each employee
is essential to employees protection.
The proposed revision to require em-
ployers to select PPE that properly fits
each employee clarifies the construc-
tion PPE requirements and makes
them consistent with general industry
requirements.

Lanyard/Lifeline Break Strength: The
proposed revision standardizes break-
strength requirements for lanyards and
lifelines throughout the construction
and general industry standards.

Manual on Uniform Traffic Con-
trol Devices: The proposed revisions
update and clarify the provisions relat-
ed to traffic signs and devices, flaggers
and barricades to align with current
Department of Transportation (DOT)
requirements. This removes the burden
on construction employers, who have
sought this change, to follow multiple
sets of regulations for OSHA, DOT,

and state and local governments.

Load Limit Postings: The proposed re-
vision exempts single family dwellings
from a requirement to post maximum
safe-load limits for floors in buildings
under construction, reducing a burden
for residential builders. The existing
OSHA standard requires posting in
residential dwellings where safe-load
limits are rarely, if ever, an issue, thus
eliminating a paperwork burden for
construction employers.

Excavation Hazards: The proposed re-
vision clarifies employers’ duties in the
excavation standard. It clarifies that a
hazard is presumed to exist when loose
rock or soil and excavated material or
equipment is beside a trench.

MSHA Underground Construction
— Diesel Engines: Existing regulatory
language requires that mobile diesel-
powered equipment used underground
comply with outdated Mine Safe-
ty Health Administration’s (MSHA)
provisions. The revision updates the
regulatory language to cross-reference
to the revised MSHA provisions.

Underground Construction: The re-
vision replaces outdated decompression



tables used to protect employees work-
ing in pressurized underground sites.
It allows employers to use the modern
French decompression tables.

Rollover Protective Structures: The
proposed revision replaces the outdated
construction standard with references to
the appropriate consensus standards.

Regulation of Coke Oven Emissions:
The proposed revision removes the
regulation of coke oven emissions pro-

visions from the construction standards.
Any work during operation of coke ov-
ens is general industry work, and the
standard does not fit construction work.

Collecting Social Security Numbers:
The revision removes from general in-
dustry, construction and maritime
standards all requirements to include
an employee’s Social Security number
on exposure monitoring, medical sur-
veillance and other records to protect
privacy and prevent identity fraud. =

THE STANDARD
is taking the
long route to

THE STANDARD
today!

LE]

www.spcpub.com

If the office copy of

your desk, order
your own copy of

Order today at: www.spcpub.com
or call 800-682-5759

One Year: $97.50 (46 issues)
Two Years: $170 (prepaid)

Annual subscription includes
print and online edition!

Insurance Carriers Are Particularly

Susceptible to Cyber Attacks, M. Best

Insurance & Finance Sector
Customer Sat n Slips

STNDI16

of O i and Cil

P,
(Requester Publications Only)

1.

2.
3.
4

Noon

13.
14.
15.

Publication Title: The Standard

. Publication Number: 0038-9390

Filing Date: October 13, 2016

. Issue Frequency: Weekly, except in July and August then

bi-weekly. No issue Christmas/New Years week.

. Number of Issues Published Annually: 44
. Annual Subscription Price: 1 Yr. $97.50, 2 Yrs. $170.00
. Complete Mailing Address of Known Office of Publication:

Standard Publishing Corp., 10 High Street, Ste. 1107,
Boston, MA 02110; Contact Person: Kelly A. Cotter;
Telephone: (617) 457-0600

. Complete Mailing Address of Headquarters or General

Business Offices of Publisher: Standard Publishing Corp.,
10 High Street, Ste. 1107, Boston, MA 02110

. Full Names and Complete Mailing Addresses of Publisher,

Editor, and Managing Editor: Publisher: Standard Publishing
Corp., 10 High Street, Ste. 1107, Boston, MA 02110;

Editor: Deborah Dukeshire, Standard Publishing Corp., 10
High Street, Ste. 1107, Boston, MA 02110; Managing Editor:
Peggy Cross, Standard Publishing Corp., 10 High Street, Ste.
1107, Boston, MA 02110

. Owner: John C. Cross, 10 High Street, Ste. 1107, Boston, MA

02110

. Known Bondholders, Mortgagees, and Other Security Holders

Owning or Holding 1 Percent or More of Total Amount of
Bonds, Mortgages, or Other Securities: None

. Tax Status — The purpose, function, and nonprofit status of

this organization and the exempt status for federal income tax
purposes: Has Not Changed During Preceding 12 Months
Publication Title: The Standard
Issue Date for Circulation Data Below: October 14, 2016
Extent & Nature of Circulation:
Avg. No. Copies  No. Copies of
Each Issue During ~ Single Issue
Preceding 12 Months  Published

Nearest to
Filing Date
. Total No. of Copies
(Net Press Run) 4,073 4,315

. Legitimate Paid and/or

Requested Distribution:
1.Outside County Paid/

Requested Mail Subscriptions

Stated on PS Form 3541. 2,429 2,687
2.In-County Paid/Requested

Mail Subscriptions Stated on

PS Form 3541. 0 0
3.Sales Through Dealers and

Carriers, Street Vendors, Counter

Sales, and Other Paid or Requested

Distribution Outside USPS® 0 0
4.Requested Copies Distributed by

Other Mail Classes Through the

USPS (e.g., First-Class Mail*) 0 0

. Total Paid and/or

Requested Circulation
[Sum of 15b. (1), (2), (3), and (4)) 2,429 2,687

. Nonrequested Distribution

(By mail and outside the mail)
1.Outside-County Nonrequested

Copies Stated on PS Form 3541 1,617 1,603
2.In-County Nonrequested Copies
Stated on PS Form 3541 0 0

3.Nonrequested Copies Distributed
Through the USPS by Other

Classes of Mail 0 0
4.Nonrequested Copies
Distributed Outside the Mail 0 0
. Total Nonrequested Distribution
[Sum of 15d (1), (2), (3), (4)] 1,617 1,608
Total Distribution
(Sum of 15¢c and 15€) 4,046 4,290
. Copies Not Distributed 27 25
. Total (Sum of 15f and 15g) 4,073 4315

Percent Paid and/or Requested
Circulation (15c divided by 15f
times 100) 60% 63%

. Electronic Copy Circulation:

Avg. No. Copies  No. Copies of
Each Issue During  Single Issue
Previous 12 Months  Published
Nearest to
Filing Date

. Requested and Paid

Electronic Copies

. Total Requested and Paid Print

Copies (Line 15¢) + Requested/
Paid Electronic Copies (Line 16a)

. Total Requested Copy Distribultion

(Line 15f) + Requested/Paid
Electronic Copies (Line 16a)

. Percent Paid and/or Requested

Circulation (Both Print & Electronic

Copies) (16b divided by 16¢ | 100)

| certify that 50% of all my distributed copies (electronic and
print) are legitimate requests or paid copies.

. This Statement of Ownership will be printed in the

October 21, 2016 issue of this publication.

. | certify that all information furnished on this form is true and

complete. | understand that anyone who furnishes false or
misleading information on this form or who omits material or
information requested on the form may be subject to criminal
sanctions (including fines and imprisonment) and/or civil
sanctions (including multiple damages and civil penalties).

Kelly Cotter, Circulation Manager October 13, 2016

16 October 21, 2016




